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.The  numerous  and  fruitlefs  inquiries 

% 

which  have  been  made,  during  feveral 
years,  for  the  Medical  Obfervations  of 
the  late  Dr.  Mofes  Griffith,  feemed  to  afford 

fufficient  evidence,  both  of  the  reputation 

* 

of  the  book,  and  the  fcarcity  of  copies ;  it 
was  therefore  prefumed,  that  a  republi¬ 
cation  of  that  work  would  be  an  accep¬ 
table  fervice  to  medical  gentlemen. 

The  typographical  errors  which  had 
been  noted  in  the  former  edition  of  this 
ufeful  publication,  have  been  carefully 
corrected*  but  no  other  alteration  what¬ 
ever  has  been  admitted :  the  editor, 
therefore,  only  claims  the  merit  of  pre- 
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fenting  to  the  Public,  an  exact  and  ge¬ 
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PREFACE. 


The  fatal  effe&s  of  hedtic  and  flow  fevers 
are  fo  well  known,  and  have  been  fo  often 
lamented,  that  an  attempt  to  throw  fome  new 
lights  on  the  practice  of  phyfic,  with  refpedt 
to  the  proper  treatment  of  thofe  diforders, 
will,  I  hope,  need  no  apology. 

I  have  for  many  years  pradtifed,  with 
great  fuccefs,  a  method  of  treating  hedtic 
and  flow  fevers — -both  of  the  low  kind, 
inclining  to  the  nervous,  and  of  the  inflam¬ 
matory,  which  attends  the  pulmonary  con- 
fumption — different  from  that  which  has 
been  generally  followed  by  phyficians,  or 
taught  in  books.  This  I  have  intended  for 
fome  time  to  lay  before  the  public;  but  a 

feries 
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feries  of  ill  health  has  prevented  me :  and, 
though  I  am  now  little  qualified  for  the 
bufinefs  of  writing,  yet  I  am  fo  convinced 
of  the  great  efficacy  of  the  medicines  I  am 
about  to  propofe,  that  I  cannot  leave  the 
world,  without  doing  all  in  my  power  to 
bring  them  into  a  more  general  ufe.  I  fhall, 
therefore,  after  having  deferibed  them,  and 
mentioned  the  different  difeafes  to  which 
they  have  been  applied,  produce  a  number  of 
plain  faffs,  in  confirmation  of  what  I  have 
advanced. 

I  am  not  ignorant,  that  fomething,  like 
the  firft  formula ,  has  been  ufed  by  fome 
phyficians,  in  the  cure  of  intermittents,  where 
either  the  bark  has  failed,  or  fome  particular 
lymptom  or  circumftance  has  forbidden  its 
ufe.  But  the  various  combinations  of  thefe 
medicines  in  the  different  formulcz  of  them, 
and  the  great  number  and  variety  of  cafes  I 
have  fuccefsfully  applied  them  to,  muff,  I 
think,  be  acknowledged  to  be  new,  and  will, 

I  hope, 
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[  hope,  be  not  unworthy  of  the  public  atten¬ 
tion. 

Since  I  have  retired  hither,  (now  above 
eight  years)  I  have  readily  given  advice  to 

j 

the  poor ;  who,  being  much  expofed  to  inju- 
ries  from  the  weather,  fatigue,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  are  more  particularly  fubjedt  to 
colds;  which,  by  negledt,  often  degenerate 
into  the  flow  hedtic,  attended  with  a  hard 
and  dry  cough,  and  many  alarming  fymptoms. 
I  have,  by  this  means,  had  an  opportunity 
of  afcertaining  the  virtues  and  ufes  of  thefe 

f 

medicines,  in  a  great  variety  of  inftances. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  many  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  worthy  perfons,  who  have  early  im¬ 
bibed  ftrong  notions  of  the  heating  nature  of 

’ .  ,  -  -  ...  •  \ 

fteel,  and  its  preparations,  will  be  apt  to  con* 
demn  the  pradtice  here  recommended.  But 
the  cafe,  which  I  fhall  add  as  an  appendix  to 
thefe  obfervations,  will,  I  hope,  tend  to  re¬ 
move  their  prejudices  on  this  fubjedt,  efpeci- 
ally  with  regard  to  that  particular  preparation 

of 
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of  fteel,  which  fo  frequently  occurs  in  the 
following  pages. 

Others,  perhaps,  from  reafoning  upon  che¬ 
mical  principles,  on  the  adtion  of  the  two 
falts,  one  upon  another,  may  fuppofe  that 
the  fait  of  fteel  is  fo  far  neutralized  by  the 
alcaline  fait  (which  is  joined  to  it  in  the  me¬ 
dicine)  as  to  precipitate  an  ochre  of  no  effica¬ 
cy.  But  I  cannot  think,  that  this  reafoning 
is  by  any  means  conclufive,  or  can  determine 
the  effe&s  of  a  medicine,  when  taken  into 
the  body ;  where,  in  mixing  with  the  juices 
of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  it  may  under* 
go  an  alteration,  which  no  analyfis,  out  of 
the  body,  can  afeertain.' 

After  all,  as  it  is  generally  acknowledged, 
that,  in  matters  of  this  kind,  experience  is 
a  furer  guide  than  theory  and  fpeculative  rea¬ 
foning,  I  fliould  hope,  that  a  fair  trial  of  the 
medicines  may  effe&ually  remove  any  preju¬ 
dices  againft  them. 
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With  regard  to  the  treatife  upon  hemor¬ 
rhages,  fince  I  am  not  aware  of  any  objection 
that' can  be  made  to  the  method  of  cure 
which  is  there  recommended,  I  fhall  not 
trouble  the  reader  with  any  previous  remarks 
on  that  fubjedt. 

The  learned  and  ingenuous  of  the  profef- 
fion  will  candidly  overlook  any  defeats  or  in¬ 
accuracies,  that  may  occur  in  the  following 
treatifes,  which  were  drawn  up  in  an  advan¬ 
ced  age,  and  under  the  difadvantages  of  bad 
health  and  fpirits ;  without  any  view  to  fame 
or  intereft,  but  folely  from  a  defire  of  adding 
,my  mite  towards  the  improvement  of  medi¬ 
cine,  and  the  good  of  mankind.  If  thefe 
my  beft  endeavours  fhall  be,  in  any  degree, 
fubfervient  to  the  ends  propofed,  I  fhall  have 
my  reward. 

Colchejler, 

September  16th ,  1776. 
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practical  ©bferbattons 


ON  THE  CURE  OF 

HECTIC  AND  SLOW  FEVERS,; 


AND  THE 

PULMONARY  CONSUMPTION. 
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he  caufes  and  fymptoms  of  hedtic  and  flow 
fevers,  which  are  extremely  various  and  compli¬ 
cated,  have  been  fo  accurately  defcribed  by  feveral 
medical  writers,  that  a  recital  of  them  here  would 
be  unneceflary.  I  (hall  therefore  proceed  to  lay 
before  the  reader,  in  the  cleared:  and  mod  concife 
manner  I  am  able,  what  I  have  found  mod  benefi¬ 
cial  in  the  cure  of  thofe  diforders. 

In  hedtic  fevers,  not  attended  with  any  great 
degree  of  heat  and  third,  and  which  do  not  fhew 
manifed  figns  of  inflammation,  I  have  long  ufed 
the  following  medicine  : 

R.  Myrrhaz  drachmam  unam , 

Solve  terendo  in  mortario  cum 
Aquae  alexeterice  Jimplicis  unciis  fex  cum  fc - 
mijfe ; 

*  Aquce 
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Aqua?  ciiyujlihet  fpirituof/r  drachms  fex,  ife 
unci  a  und  ; 

I) tin  adde  * 

Sails  abfinthii  drachmam  dimidiam , 

Sails  martls  grana  duodecim , 

Syrup l Jimphcls  drachmas  duas . 

Flat  mijlura ,  in  haujlus  quatuor  diflrlhucnda . 
quorum  unum  capiat  mane,  hord  quinta 
pojl  meridiem ,  et  hord  decubitus , 

This  proportion  of  the  firnple  and  fpirituous 
water  will,  with  care,  diffolve  the  myrrh  entirely, 
which  is  a  circumftance  that  ihould  be  attended  to, 
fince  by  that  means  the  medicine  will  fit  lighter  on 
the  ftomach,  and  probably  pafs  more  readily  into 

V 

*  Though  I  have  always  ordered  the  medicine  to  be  made  up 
In  this  manner,  yet  I  find,  by  a  late  enquiry,  that  it  has  like- 
wife  been  made  up  .fometimes  by  rubbing  the  fait  of  wormwood 
with  the  myrrh,  and  adding  the  waters,  and  then  the  fait  of 
fteel;  and  fometimes  by  fir  ft  rubbing  the  myrrh  fine  with  the 
fait  of  wormwood,  then  adding  the  fait  of  fteel,  and  after 
rubbing  them  a  little  together,  quickly  pouring  in  the  waters'. 

I  have  not  been  fenfible  of  any  difference  in  the  effect  in 
whichfoever  of  the  three  ways  the  medicine  was  made  up  ;  yet, 
upon  carefully  comparing  together  the  feveral  compofitions, 
that,  in  which  the  fait  of  wormwood  was  ftrft  rubbed  with  the 
myrrh,  -the  waters  then  added,  and  the  fait  of  fteel  laft  of  all, 
plainly  appeared  to  me  the  mo  ft  uniform  mixture.  It  kept  its 
colour  much  longer  on  ftanding,  depofited  a  lighter  fediment ; 
and,  upon  being  fhaken,  united  more  eafily  than  either  of  the 
other  two;  and  it  therefore  may  deferve  the  preference. 
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the  blood.  I  have,  indeed,  lately  found,  that  the. 
folution  may  be  made  without  any  fpirituous  watery 
if  at  any  time  it  Ihould  be  thought  too  heating; 
though  I  am  in  doubt,  whether  it  will  agree  fo  well 
with  the  domach  of  patients  in  general. 

The  myrrh  may  gradually  be  encreafed  to  feven- 
teen  or  eighteen  grains  for  a  dofe ;  the  fait  of  worm¬ 
wood  to  ten,  and  the  fait  of  deel  to  four.  But  it  is 
always  bed  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes,  and,  as  the 
fymptoms  abate,  to  give  two  draughts  a-day,  each 
containing  eighteen  or  twenty  grains  of  myrrh, 

twelve  of  fait  wormwood,  and  five  or  fix  of  fait  of 

* 

fleel,  which  is  the  larged  dofe  I  have  given .  Al¬ 
though  this  medicine  may,  at  fird  fight,  appear  to 

* 

be  naufeous,  yet  I  have  fcarce  ever  found  it  rejected 
by  the  domach,  or  exciting  any  kind  of  didurbance 
in  the  habit  afterwards. 

1  have  ufed  the  fame  method,  with  equal  fuccefs, 
in  flow  fevers  attended  with  a  low  puife,  not  much 
heat,  lofs  of  appetite,  dejection  of  fpirits,  redlefs 
nights,  and  didurbed  fleeps — Likewife  after  long 

and  fevere  fevers,  that  have  broken  down  die  con- 

4  .  /  .  4  - 

flitution,  and  are  often  fucceeded  by  lownefs,  want 
of  appetite,  and  night  fweat. — In  the  flow  fever, 
which  often  attends  a  chlorofis — Alfo,  after  the 
blood  has  been  drained,  and  the  body  weakened, 
by  a  large  difeharge  of  matter  from  a  fucceilion  of 
abfcefies — After  large  hemorrhages,  which  leave 
behind  them  a  dow  fever — In  intermittents,  where 

b  z  either 
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either  the  bark  has  failed,  or  may  have  been  im-r 
proper  to  be  given — And  alfo,  where  the  intermit¬ 
tent  has  been  removed,  and  a  flow,  lurking  fever 
remains,  attended  with  weaknefs,  lofs  of  appetite, 
d  ejection  of  fpirits,  and  night-fweats — In  fhort,  I 
piay  venture  to  fay,  in  aimed  every  cafe,  where 
the  bark  may  feem  to  be  indicated,  but  where  either 
its  difagreeing  with  the  flomach,  or  forne  particular 
circumflance  forbids  its  ufe. 

In  intermittents,  I  have  generally  given  it  four 
times  a  day,  with  rather  a  lefs  dofe  of  myrrh,  and 
a  larger  of  fait  of  wormwood ;  and  I  have  always 
ordered  chamemel-flower  tea  to  be  drunk  with  it,  or 
between  the  doles. 

In  the  cure  of  the  diabetes ,  I  (hall  give  two  re¬ 
markable  cafes,  where  it  fucceeded,  after  mod  of 
the  common  methods  had  been  tried  without  fuccefs. 

In  the  fever,  which  often  accompanies  that  kind 
of  madnefs  which  inclines  to  melancholy,  and  is 
attended  with  a  redleffnefs  and  anxiety,  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  this  medicine  will  be  of  fervice, 
having  feen  an  indance  of  this  kind,  v^here  it 
gave  much  relief.— A  woman,  in  this  date,  had 
not  flept  for  a  long  time,  and  was  very  codive.  I 
ordered  her  a  purge,  to  empty  the  bowels;  a 
large  dofe  of  opium,,  at  night;  and  afterward?, 
this  medicine.  In  a  week’s  time  Hie  was  fo  much 
recovered  as  to  give  great  hopes  of  a  cure :  but 
the  caufe  of  her  madnefs  remaining,  and  being 

poor. 
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poor,  (he  was  fent  to  St.  Luke’s  Hofpital.  If' 
thofe  gentlemen  of  the  profefiion,  whofe  peculiar 
province  it  is  to  attend  mad  patients,  would  give 
this  medicine  a  fair  trial,  I  fliould  hope  that  they 
would,  in  many  cafes,  find  it  beneficial. 

It  is  fometimes  doubtful,  whether  the  fever  is 
jnore  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  or  of  the  flow  hec¬ 
tic.  In  that  cafe,  I  generally  began  with  this  me¬ 
dicine  ;  and  if  it  did  not  anfwer,  gave  that  with 
nitre,  &c.  to  be  mentioned  hereafter.  If  on  the 
contrary,  I  had  begun  with  the  nitrous,  and  found 
it  did  not  fucceed,  I  then  had  recourfe  to  the  for¬ 
mer.  But  1  generally  gave  a  gentle  purge  firft,  in 
order  to  cleanfe  the  firft  paffages,  and  prevent  the 
medicine  from  running  off  by  ftool ;  unlefs  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  much  weakened,  and  the  bowels  were  in 
good  order. 

In  hot  and  coftive  habits,  I  gave  a  folution  of 
manna  and  Glauber’s  fait,  with  a  little  fpirituous 
tindture  of  rhubarb.  But  in  cafe  of  a  lax  habit, 
and  tender  bowels,  a  draught  with  a  drachm,  or  a 
drachm  and  a  half  of  magnefia  alba ,  and  three  or 
four  drachms  of  the  above-mentioned  tindlure.  If 
there  were  any  ficknefs  or  load  on  the  flomach,  I 
found  it  proper  to  give  an  emetic  of  ipecacuanha, 
in  a  morning. 

In  hedtics,  which  are  attended  with  a  cough, 
and  difficult  expedloration,  loft,  oily,  healing  me¬ 
dicines,  to  be  taken  in  fmall  quantities,  occafion- 
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ally,  will  be  very  neceflary.  And  if  the  cough  is 
troublefome  in  the  night,  and  prevents  reft,  forty, 
fifty,  or  fixty  drops  of  paregoric  elixir  may  be 
given  at  bed-time  in  a  glafs  of  water ;  (though  I 
have  not  often  found  occafion  for  it)  but  if  that 
fhould  make  the  expectoration  more  difficult,  a 
draught  with  oxymel  of  fquills,  oil  of  fweet  al¬ 
monds,  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  paregoric  elixir, 
or  the  like,  according  to  the  difcretion  of  the  phy- 
fician,  will  generally  obviate  that  inconvenience. 

In  order  to  illuftrate,  and  confirm  the  truth  of, 
what  I  have  aflerted,  I  fhali  now  produce  a  variety 
of  cafes,  which  tend  to  fhew  the  efficacy  of  this 
medicine  in  moft  of  the  diforders  above  mentioned, 

A  POOR  WOMAN,  of  a  thin  and  tender 
habit,  had  an  immoderate  flux  of  the  menfes ,  and, 
long  after  its  being  ftopt,  continued  very  weak, 
faint,  and  low-fpirited,  with  unquiet  lleeps,  and  a 
flow  hectic  fever.  I  ordered  her  this  medicine ; 
and,  after  fhe  had  taken  about  fixteen  dofes  of  it^ 
ilie  became  perfectly  well. 

A  MAN,  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  hav¬ 
ing  had  feveral  fucceffive  abfceffes,  was  much  re¬ 
duced  by  the  long  and  copious  difcharge  of  matter 
from  them,  and  had  a  remittent  fever;  which  was 
entirely  removed  by  this  medicine,  after  he  had 
taken  large  quantities  of  the  bark,  both  in  decoc¬ 
tion 
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tion  and  fubdance,  without  any  fuccefs.  He  took 
about  four  grains  :of  fait  of  deel,  ten  of  fait  of 
wormwood,  and  from  fixteen  to  eighteen  of  myrrh, 
for  a  dofe. 

A  COOPER,  of  this  town,  brought  his  fon  to 
me,  a  young  man  about  twenty.  He  was  fo  weak, 
that  he  could  fcarce  walk,  was  emaciated,  and  had 
a  ghaftiy  countenance,  a  quick  pulfc,  a  hot  and 
dry  (kin,  and  a  hard,  dry,  and  hollow  cough.  I 
did  not  think  it  poffible  to  do  him  any  good  ; 
however,  I  prefcribed  for  him  the  myrrh  mixture 
above  mentioned,  nine  dofes,  one  dofe  to  be  taken 
in  the  morning,  afternoon,  and  at  night,  the  whole 
containing  two  drachms  of  myrrh,  three  fcruples 
and  a  half  of  wormwood,  and  thirty-fix  grains  of 
*  fait  of  deel — and  an  oily  emulfion  for  his  cough, 
confiding  of  oil  of  fweet  almonds,  gum  arabic 
diffoived  in  water,  a  little  drong  cinnamon  water, 
and  fyrup  of  marfh- mallows ;  a  fmall  fpoonful  to 
be  taken  occafionally. 

As  I  heard  no  more  from  him,  I  concluded  that 
he  was  dead  ;  but  about  ten  or  eleven  weeks  after, 
his  father  came,  by  the  defirc  of  his  fon,  to  tell 
me  he  was  well,  and  to  thank  me.  I  afterwards 
enquired  about  him  of  the  apothecary,  who  told 
me,  that  the  patient,  after  having  taken  feveral 
bottles  of  the  myrrh  mixture,  became  quite  well : 
but  that  upon  his  going  into  Merfey-ifland,  to 

work 
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Work  among  the  oyfters,  in  November,  his  Fever 

had  returned  :  he  had  therefore  fent  to  him  for  a 

/  y 

few  bottles  more,  which  had  perfectly  recovered  him. 

N.  B.  The  proportion  of  the  myrrh  was  rather 
lefs  here  than  what  I  ufually  give ;  and  had  I  feen 
this  patient  again,  I  fhould  have  encreafed  it  to 
two  drachms  and  a  half,  or  perhaps  more. 

A  YOUNG  MAN,  who  was  juft  recovered 
from  a  long  and  dangerous  fever,  and  was  able  to 
walk  about,  continued  weak  and  low,  and  had 
profufe  night-fweats.  I  ordered  him  the  myrrh 
mixture,  of  which  he  took  only  eight  or  nine  do« 
fes,  and  was  reftored  to  good  health. 

Another  perfon  came  to  me  under  the  very  fame 
circumftances,  and  was  cured  by  the  fame  medi¬ 
cine. 

I  WAS  DESIRED  to  conlult  with  another  phy- 
fician,  fince  dead,  on  the  cafe  of  a  young  lady  of 
this  town,  conflitutionally  tender  and  delicate.  She 
had  been  ill  fix  weeks,  and  had  laboured  under 
the  mod  violent  hyfteric  diforders,  which  had 
brought  her  into  an  extreme  degree  of  weakriefs. 
She  had  taken,  during  that  time,  all  the  ufual  me¬ 
dicines,  without  effedh  She  had  fc^rce  any  ileep ; 
opiates  hurried  her  exceedingly,  without  producing 
the  defired  end.  All  the  medicines,  of  the  fetid 

tribe. 
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tribe,  only  encreafed  her  diforder.  The  Peruvian 
bark,  and  various  things  of  the  cordial  kind,  had 
proved  ineffectual.  She  had  profufe  fweats,  which 
laded  every  day  twelve  hours  at  lead.  She  voided 
a  large  quantity  of  pale  urine ;  had  great  third 
and  no  appetite;  and  twice  in  the  time,  had  vio¬ 
lent  fpafmodic  retchings ;  but  was  fupported  by 
weak  broths,  of  which  fhe  drank  very  plentifully. 
Her  pulfe  was  quick  and  low,  and  her  heat  mode¬ 
rate.  She  was  fo  low  and  weak,  as  to  be  near 
fainting  after  having  anfwered  me  a  few  quedions. 

I  propofed  to  give  her  the  following  draughts, 
which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

R.  Myrrhce  fcrupulos  duos  cum 
Solve  terendo  in  mortarioy  cum 
Aquce  Menthce  vulgaris  Jimplicis 

- puree  Jingularum  unciis  duabusy 

- cinnamomi  fpirituofee  uncid  dimidid  ;] 

Dein  adde 

Salis  abjinthii  grana  viginti  quatuor 

- martis  grana  decemy 

Syrupi  Jimplicis  drachmam  unam . 

Mifce  ;  jiant  haujlus  numero  quatuor ,  quorum 
capiat  oegrota  unum  fexta  quaqut  hora * 

She  found  immediate  relief  from  thefe  draughts, 
and  took  them  thus,  for  two  days ;  and  then,  one 
every  eight  hours,  with  a  drachm  of  myrrh,  half 

c  a  drachm 
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a  drachm  of  fait  of  wormwood,  and  twelve  grains 
of  fait  of  ftcel,  for  four  draughts.  Thefe  (be  took 
between  two  and  three  weeks,  and  no  other  medi¬ 
cine  whatfoever,  till  her  complaints  were  all  re¬ 
moved,  except  weaknefs.  She  drank  afles  milk 
within  a  few  days  after  fhe  began  the  draughts ; 
and  when  fhe  left  them  off,  took  a  cold  infufion  of 
the  bark  to  ftrengthen  her  ftomach,  continuing  the 

afles  milk  till  (he  was  intirely  recovered. 

/  -I* 

I  ought  perhaps  to  apologize  for  the  following 
relation;  yet,  as  it  is  fo  much  to  my  purpofe,  I 
cannot  forbear  laying  it  before  the  reader* 

A  PERSON  in  a  retired  village,  of  undoubted 
veracity,  to  whom  I  had  communicated  the  ufe  of 
this  medicine  for  the  purpofe  of  relieving  the  Tick 
poor  in  the  neighbourhood,  informed  me  it  had, 
on  many  occafions,  been  of  great  fervice;  and 
fent  me  the  following  account,  as  a  remarkable 
proof  of  it : 

«  A  YOUNG  LABOURING  MAN  was  feized 
*c  in  the  autumn  with  an  ague,  for  which  he  took' 
“  the  bark  in  large  quantities,  and  other  medicines. 
16  They  did  not  remove  the  ague,  but  only  lefTen- 
u  ed  it;'  and  the  fits  came  very  irregularly.  He 
“  continued  in  this  way  till  the  middle  of  Febru- 
“  ary,  when  I  happened  to  call,  and  found  him  fo 
.  v  '  '  “  low 


* 


[ill 

4  4  low  and  weak,  that  he  could  fcarce  walk.  His 
u  mother  told  me,  he  had  fuch  fweats  in  the  night, 
“  that  the  drops  dood  on  his  head  and  face,  like 
“  peas,  and  that  (he  was  obliged  to  (hift  him.  1 
“  bid  her  take  him  up  and  drefs  him,  as  foon  as 
“  (he  found  the  fweats  coming  on.  I  gave  him 
“  the  myrrh  draughts ;  three  pints  of  which  quite 
“  cured  him.”  viz.  about  twenty-four  dofes. 

A  GENTLEMAN  of  this  place,  near  fixty 
years  of  age,  had  for  feveral  winters  pad  been 
troubled  with  a  violent  cough,  which  (hook  his 
whole  frame,  and  weakened  him  very  much.  A- 
bout  the  beginning  of  January  1775,  he  was  feized 
with  fome  of  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  a  diabetes , 
which  gradually  encreafing,  he  had  a  (low  fever, 
an  intenfe  and  almoft  continual  third,  a  condant 
drynefs  and  clamminefs  in  his  mouth,  with  a  white 
frothy  fpittle ;  and  he  voided  a  large  quantity  of 
urine,  which  fmelt  like  violets,  and  taded  as  if 
fweetencd  with  fugar  or  honey ;  all  which  fymptoms 
rendered  him  very  faint  and  weak  ;  and  he  became 
much  emaciated.  He  took  deco&ions  of  the  bark 
in  large  quantities,  which  feemed  at  fird  to  relieve 
him ;  and  he  ufed  for  his  common  drink,  Bridol 
water  with  port  wine.  He  next  took  (imple  lime 
water,  with  the  tin&ure  of  the  bark  and  the  tinc¬ 
ture  of  cantharides. 


c  2 


Towards 
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Towards  the  latter  end  of  February,  I  was  con- 
fulted,  together  with  Dr.  Hoflack,  an  ingenious 
phyfician  of  this  place.  We  ordererd  him  thofe 
tindtures  in  Briftol  water  and  port  wine,  and  alfo 
alum  whey ;  and  afterwards,  the  bark  in  fubilance 
and  terra  japonica,  with  alum  whey ;  but  all  without  . 
effedt,  for  he  daily  grew  weaker,  and  more  ema¬ 
ciated.  We  then  ordered  him  the  following : 

Be.  Myrrhce  drachmam  unam, 

Solve  terendo  in  mortario ,  am 
Aquae  alexeteriae  fimplicis  unciis  feptem , 

- - -  nucis  mofehatee  uncid  dimidid , 

Tinclurae  corticis  Peruviani fimplicis  drachmi s  * 
Jex; 

J)ein  adde 

Sails  abfmthii  fcrupulos  duos, 

- - -  martis  grana  fedecim, 

Sacchari  albi  fcrupulos  duos •  Mifce . 

Capiat  cegrotus  cochlearia  quatuor  ampla , 
maney  hora  quinta  pojl  meridiem ,  &  hora 
decubitus  quo ti die. 

4 

All  his  fymptoms  abated  immediately  on  his 
taking  this  medicine,  which  he  continued  from  the  , 
1 8  th  of  March  to  the  4th  of  April,  when  his  prin¬ 
cipal  complaints  were  all  removed,  except  weaknefs 
and  rather  too  much  urine,  which  might  be  occar 
finned  by  the  parts  not  having  recovered  their  tone. 

-  vo:;  c  ,  He 
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He  therefore  took  about  two  tea  fpoonfuls  of  fteei 
wine,  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  drops  of  acid 
elixir  of  vitriol  in  a  glafs  of  Briftol  water,  twice  a 
day ;  and  next  morning,  a  fcruple  of  rhubarb  fad¬ 
ing  ;  and  fo  alternately,  the  fteei  wine  and  elixir 
one  day,  and  the  rhubarb  the  next,,  till  he  had  ufed 
two  ounces  of  the  wine.  He  then  took  only  a 
fcruple  of  rhubarb  every  other  morning  for  three 
weeks,  when  he  became  quite  well,  and  ftill  conti¬ 
nues  fo. 

The  following  cafe,  though  not  falling  under 
my  own  infpe&ion,  yet,  as  it  was  treated  in  the 
manner  here  recommended,  and  comes  from  a  per- 
fon  of  unqueftionable  veracity,  will,  1  hope,  not 
be  thought  improper  to  be  inferted  : 

A  SURGEON  of  eminence,  who  lives  feveral 
miles  from  hence,  many  years  ago  brought  up  to 
me,  in  London,  a  young  man  with  a  he&ic  fever 
and  cough,  for  whom  I  prefcribed  the  draughts 
with  myrrh,  fait  of  wormwood,  and  fait  of  fteei, 
&:c.  On  which  occafion  he  became  fo  well  con¬ 
vinced  of  their  good  effects,  that  he  has  ufed  them 
ever  lince  with  very  great  fatisfacft  ion. —Since  I  re¬ 
tired  to  this  place,  he  told  me,  that  by  means  of 
thefe  draughts,  with  the  addition  of  the  fimple  tinc¬ 
ture  of  the  bark,  he  had  cured  a  man  of  an  obfti- 
natc  diabetes ,  in  which  he  had  been  attended,  with¬ 
out 
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out  fuccefs,  by  an  able  and  experienced  pliyfician. 
Whilft  I  was  writing  thefe  papers,  I  delired  him  to 
fend  me  (that  I  might  be  exact  in  the  dofes)  the 
receipt  of  the  draughts  which  he  gave  him ;  and  it 
was  this— 

R.  Myrrhce  grana  quatuordecimy 

Solve  in  aquft  puree  uncia  una  cum  femijfe, 
TinBurce  corticis  Peruviani  Jimplicis  drachmh 
duabus. 

Dein  adde 

Florum  martialium  grana  duodecimo 
Elixir  is  vitrioli  acidi  guitas  quindecim , 

Syrupi  balfami'ci  drachmam  unam . 

Mifice  ;  fiat  haufius  bis  die  fumendus . 

He  took  no  other  medicine  than  this ;  and  be¬ 
came  quite  well.  Some  years  after,  he  had  a  fmall 
return  of  his  diforder;  but  on  taking  the  fame 
draughts  a  few  days,  he  got  perfe&ly  free  from  it. 

If  the  hedic  is  occafioned  by  any  confiderable 
decay  of  fome  vifeus ,  it  is  not  probable  that  any 
medicine  can  etfed  a  cure.  Yet,  even  in  this  cafe, 
fomc thing  Ihould  be  attempted  in  order  to  mitigate 
the  fymptoms,  and  alleviate  the  complaints.  And 
whatever  will  contribute  moft  to  retard  the  progrefs 
of  the  putridity,  fupport  the  vis  vitae ,  and  reprefs 

the 
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the  febrile  heat,  will,  of  courfe,  prove  the  heft 
palliative, 

I  HAD  a  proof  of  the  good  effects  of  this  me¬ 
dicine  on  fuch  an  unhappy  occafion,  in  the  inftancc 
of  a  lady,  who  having  had  a  flow  heCtic  fever  near 
a  year,  had  taken  many  medicines  during  that  time, 
without  any  material  benefit.  But,  by  the  ufe  of 
thefe  draughts  for  about  a  month,  all  her  complaints 
were  relieved,  and  the  difeafe  was  fo  far  checked, 
as  to  give  her  and  the  family  great  hopes  of  a  cure. 
However,  it  appeared  evidently  from  the  extreme 
flownefs  and  gradual  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  that 
there  had  been,  from  the  beginning,  a  decay  of 
fome  of  the  vifeera ,  which  at  length  occafioned  her 
death. 

Tn  heCtics  of  the  inflammatory  kind,  attended 
with  great  heat  and  third:,  flufhings  in  the  face,  a 
hard  pulfe,  hot  and  dry  fkin,  a  hard  and  dry 
cough,  with  difficult  expectoration,  I  have  found 
a  happy  effeCt  from  the  following  medicine,  after 
having  taken  away  fome  blood,  and  cleanfed  the 
firft  paffages,  as  before  mentioned  : 

R.  Myrrhce  drachmam  unam , 

Solve  terendo  in  mortario ,  cum 

Aquae  alexcterice  fimplicis  unciis  fex  cum  fe- 


Aquce 
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Aqutz  cujuflibet  fpirituofce  unci  a  unci  vel  drach - 
mis  fex  ; 

Dein  adde 

Nitri  purijicati  grand  iriginta  duo ,  vel  ufque 
ad  quadraginta , 

Salis  martis  grana  duodecimo 
Syrupi  Jimplicis  drachmas  duas » 

Mifce  pro  quatuor  haujlibus ,  quorum  capiat 
cegrotus  unum  hora  undecima  matutind > 
quinta  poji  meridiand ,  6?  hora  decubitus • 

I  mull  not  omit  to  mention  in  this  place,  that 
bleeding  fhould  be  repeated  according  to  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  fymptoms,  which  muft  be  left  to  the 
difcretion  of  the  phyfician. 

If  this  medicine  fhould  happen  to  purge,  fix- 
teen  or  twenty  grains  of  oyfter-fhell  powder  in  each 
dofe  will  generally  prevent  it ;  if  not,  two  or  three 
drops  of  the  thebaic  tinCture  may  be  added. 

A  YOUNG  LADY  at  Hampftead,  about  eigh¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  after  having  recovered  from  a 
pleurify,  for  which  (he  had  been  feveral  times  bled, 
was  feized  with  a  burning  heCtic  fever,  attended 
with  a  hard  and  dry  cough,^  difficult  expectoration, 
ftuftiings  in  the  face,  a  hot  and  dry  Ikin,  and  a 
quick  pulfe.  I  ordered  her  draughts,  with  fifteen 
grains  of  myrrh,  four  grains  of  fait  of  fteel,  and 
from  eight  to  ten  grains  of  nitre,  to  be  taken  twice 

or 
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or  three  times  a  day,  which,  as  (he  lived  out  of 
town,  T  left  to  the  difcretion  of  her  apothecary ;  fo 
that,  perhaps,  (he  might  take  but  two  draughts  a 
day ;  at  lead,  at  firft.  She  ufed  befides,  whenever 
fhe  coughed  or  wanted  to  expectorate,  a  fmali 
quantity  of  an  oily  peCtoral  mixture,  made  agree¬ 
ably  acid*  In  about  a  week’s  time,  I  advifed  her 
to  go  into  her  native  air,  near  fixty  miles  from 
town,  and  to  drink  affes  milk  with  teftaceous  pow¬ 
ders,  continuing  the  ufe  of  the  medicines,  and  after 
a  time  to  take  but  two  draughts  a  day,  each  con¬ 
taining  a  fcruple  of  myrrh,  ten  grains  of  nitre, 
and  five  of  fait  of  fteel.  On  her  journey  into  the 
country,  ihe  was  taken  very  ill  in  the  coach,  when 
a  turbercle  or  fmali  abfcefs  broke  in  her  lungs,  and 
fhe  expectorated  near  a  fpoonful  of  matter  mixt 
with  blood,  which  gave  her  immediate  eafe.  She 
continued  her  journey  ;  and  by  the  ufe  of  the  me¬ 
dicines  and  affes  milk,  became  perfectly  well. 

I  think  it  may  reafonably  be  inferred  from  the 
hiftory  juft  related,  that  one  lobe  of  the  lungs  had 
been  fo  far  inflamed,  that  matter  was  actually  form¬ 
ing  before  (lie  began  the  medicines;  and  that  the 
efieCt,  which  they  produced,  was,  that  by  leffenmg 
the  heat  of  the  blood,  and  gently  bracing  the  veffels 
at  the  fame  time,  they  prevented  the  formation  of 
more  matter. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  I  advifed 
this  young  lady  (as  I  do  in  all  fuch  cafes)  to  live,  as 

i»  much 
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much  as  fhe  could,  on  milk,  pudding,  rice,  milk- 
pottage,  potatoes,  turnips,  &c.  -with  as  little  ani¬ 
mal  food  as  poffible,  and  that  of  the  lighted:  kind, 
and  at  dinner  only  ;  and  to  abftain  from  all  fermen¬ 
ted  liquors,  except  a  very  little  red  wine  mixt  with 
water,  and  a  little  juice  of  Seville  orange  or  lemon, 
at  dinner ;  and  when  thirfly,  a  very  weak  tea  of  red 
rofe  leaves,  acidulated  with  juice  of  lemon,  and 
fweetened  to  the  palate.  To  thofe  who  cannot  get 
afies  milk,  or  with  whofe  ftomach  it  does  not  agree, 
artificial  afies  milk,  or  cow's  milk  fkimmed,  will 
often  prove  very  beneficial.  I  have  likewife  fre¬ 
quently  feen  very  falutary  effedbs  from  the  ufe  of 
fnails,  either  boiled  in  new  or  fkimmed  milk,  with 
water  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  evaporation ;  or  elfe 
fvvallovved  raw- — but  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  be 
more  particular  on  this  fubjedt  hereafter. 

I  ATTENDED  another  young  lady,  about  ten 
years  of  age,  in  a  true  pulmonary  confumption,  who, 
after  having  been  twice  bled,  was  cured  by  the 
fame  medicines  as  the  former,  only  with  lefs  dofes, 
in  proportion  to  her  age. 

A  YOUNG  MAN,  fervant  to  a  fiage  coach- 
mafter  in  this  place,  came  to  me  with  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  a  true  pulmonary  confumption,  in  a  high 

degree,  and>  was  much  reduced.  I  ordered  blood 

/ 

to  be  taken,  and  gave  him  a  gende  purgative ;  and 

then. 
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then,  the  draughts  with  myrrh  and  nitre,  as  above ; 
and  an  oily  pe&oral  mixture,  a  little  acidulated,  to 
be  taken  occafionally  in  cafe  of  cough,  or  difficult 
expectoration. 

He  became  pcrfe£tly  well,  and  continued  fo  for 
fome  months ;  but,  having  caught  an  accidental 
cold,  he  relapfed  into  his  former  malady. 

I  ordered  him  the  fame  medicines  as  before ;  but 
they  purged  him  very  much.  Upon  which,  I  pre- 
feribed  for  him  a  draught  with  magnejia  alba  and* 
tindture  of  rhubarb,  and  then  the  following  : 


R,  Nitri  purlfcatl  fcrupulos  quatuor , 

Sails  abjinthii  fcrupulos  duos  cum  femiffey 
Sails  martls  drachmam  dlmldlam , 

Tefarum  ojlr corum  preeparatarum  drachmas 
duaSy 

Aquce  menlhce  vulgaris  Jimpllcls  unclas  fex  cum 
fcmljfcy 

- -  clnnamoml  fplrituofce  unclam  unam  cum 

femiffey 

Syrupl Jimpllcls  unclam  dlmldlam. 

Mlfce . 


Of  this  he  took  two  large  fpoonfuls,  three  times  a 
day,  with  an  equal  quantity  of  the  white  decodtion ; 
and  having  for  fome  time  continued  this,  and  his 
pe&oral  mixture,  he  quite  recovered. 


p  2 
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I  WAS  called  to  a  girl  in  Goodman’s  Fields, 
about  fix  years  old,  who  was  very  weak,  faint,  and 
emaciated.  She  had  a  burning  he£lic  fever,  with 
a  hard  and  dry  cough,  which  in  the  night  was  al- 
niofl  continual.  She  had  been  ill  fome  time,  and 
had  taken  many  medicines,  and  among  others,  the 
common  neutral  draughts. 

I  was  defircus  of  giving  her  the  myrrh  draughts; 
but  fearing  that  the  child  would  not  be  perfuaded 
to  take  them,  1  tried  the  following  ; 

Be.  Nitri  purljicati  fcrupulum  unum , 

Sails  abjinthll  grana  qulndecim. 

Sails  martls  grana  fex , 

Aquce  puree  cottce  unclas  duas  cum  femijfe , 

- -  nucls  mofehatee  drachmam  unam  cum 

femlffe , 

Syrupl  pecloralis  unclam  dimidlam . 
tyLifce  pro  quatuor  haujlibusy  quorum  capiat 
cegrota  unum  ter  die. 

At  bed-time,  fhe  took  a  draught  with  five  grains 
of  nitre,  fifteen  grains  of  fperma  ceti,  and  twenty 
drops  of  paregoric  elixir,  with  fome  fyrup  :  and 
for  her  cough,  an  oily  pe&oral  mixture,  made 
agreeably  ^cid  with  fyrup  of  lemons.  In  three 
days,  her  fever  and  cough  were  greatly  abated. 
She  continued  thefe  medicines  a  few  days  longer, 
then  went  into  the  country,  drank  affes  milk,  and 
became  free  from  all  difeafe. 

'  The 
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The  two  following  recent  cafes,  of  the  different 

kinds  cf  fever,  are  fo  extraordinary,  with  regard 

both  to  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  and  the 

fpeedinefs  of  the  cure,  that  I  was,  for  that  reafon, 

particularly  careful  to  take  a  minute  and  accurate 

account  from  the  mother  of  the  boy  in  one  cafe, 

and  from  the  man  himfelf  in  the  other ;  who  both 
« 

came  to  me  very  foon  after  their  recovery, 

A  JOURNEYMAN  hat-maker,  of  this  place, 
caught  an  ague  about  the  1 8th  of  laid  April,  by  ly¬ 
ing  upon  the  ground.  He  took  for  it  fome  bark ; 
which  having  purged  him,  he  left  it  off ;  and  the 
ague  returned  every  other  day  for  fix  weeks.  He 
then  took  feveral  quack  medicines ;  after  which  the 
difeafe  returned  every  day,  and  the  duration  of  „ 
each  fucceflive  paroxyfm  for  fome  time  increafed  ; 
infomuch  that  for  three  weeks  before  he  came  to  me, 
he  was  free  from  the  fever  only  three  hours  in  the 
four  and  twenty,  which  was  from  about  fix  in  the 
evening  till  nine.  The  cold  fit  generally  continued 
about  an  hour.  Every  night  he  had  fuch  profufe 
fweats,  that  when  he  waked,  towards  morning,  he 
was  obliged  to  change  his  linen.  He  had  loft  all 
appetite ;  and  was  fo  weak,  faint,  and  emaciated, 
that  he  could  fcarce  walk. 

He  applied  to  me  on  Sunday,  the  14th  of  July, 
1776,  and  1  ordered  him  a  mixture  for  nine  dofes, 
which  contained,  befides  the  waters  and  fyrup,  two 

drachms 
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drachms  and  fifteen  grains  of  myrrh,  three  fcruples 
and  a  half  of  fait  of  wormwood,  and  half  a  drachm 
of  fait  of  (feel  —  one  dofe  to  be  taken  three  times  a 
day.  Having  taken  the  firft  dofe,  he  had  a  ftronger 
rigor  than  ordinary ;  but  the  next  day,  he  had  much 
lefs  fever,  and  from  that  time  continued  mending ; 
fo  that  by  the  time  he  had  taken  the  nine  dofes,  his 
fever  was  quite  fubdued  ;  and  when  he  came  to  me 
the  next  Sunday,  (the  21ft)  he  had  entirely  reco¬ 
vered  his  appetite  and  fpirits,  and  as  much  of  his 
ftrength  as  could  be  expe&ed.  However,  by  way 
of  precaution,  I  ordered  him  to  repeat  the  mixture, 
and  take  it  only  twice  a  day ;  which  perfe&ly  re¬ 
ft  ored  him. 

There  is  no  reafon  to  doubt,  but  that  the  bark, 
properly  given,  would  have  cured  this  man  in  the 
beginning.  But  when  he  applied  to  me,  his  fever 
was  running  into  a  continual  form ;  and  the  bark, 
however  affifted,  would  not  then,  I  apprehend, 
have  fucceeded ;  nor  perhaps  any  other  medicine 
in  fo  (hort  a  time, 

THE  SON  of  a  gentleman’s  coachman  in  this 
place,  between  ten  and  eleven  years  old,  and  of  a 
tender  conftitution,  was  brought  to  me  on  the  28th 
of  laft  June  (1776)  by  his  mother,  who  gave  me 
the  following  account : 

“  That  the  boy  had  been  ill  a  little  more  than  a 

fortnight— was  firft  taken  with  a  cold  Ihivering, 

“  which 
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tc  which  laded  but  a  little  while,  and  returned 
“  every  day  about  two  o’clock,  attended  with  a 
“  little  cough  —  That  he  continued  in  4  this  way 
“  near  a  week,  when  his  cough  became  very  vio- 
t(  lent;  and  every  night,  before  he  went  to  bed, 
“  a  burning  fever  came  on,  which  laded  all  night, 
66  and  went  off  towards  morning,  with  a  little 
“  moidure  on  his  fkin —  That  he  coughed  much 
“  in  the  day-time ;  but  at  night,  a  fit  of  coughing 
“  either  feized  him  as  foon  as  he  got  to  bed,  or 
ic  waked  him  out  of  a  fhort  deep  ;  and  he  cough- 
(e  ed  fo  incefTantly,  between  two  and  three  hours, 
<c  that  he  had  fcarce  time  to  recover  his  breath  — 
“  That  he  had  one  or  two  more  fits  of  coughing 
“  before  morning;  but  that  they  did  not  lad  To 
u  long  as  the  firft.” 

He  was  fo  weak  and  reduced,  that  I  did  not 
dare  to  order  him  to  be  bled,  but  gave  him  the 
following  prefcription  : 

* 

Aqiice  alexeterice  Jimplicis  uncias  quinque , 

- nucis  mofchatce  drachmas  duas  cum 

Nitri  purijicaii  fcrupulos  duos , 

Sails  abjinthii  drachmam  dimidiam , 

Sails  martis  grana  tredeclm , 

Syrupl  dc  althcea  drachmas  fex. 

Flat  mijlura ,  cujus  capiat  ccgrotus  cochlearia 
duo  ampla,  mane,  meridie >  6?  hora  fep~ 
tma  vefpertina . 


R,  Olel 
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R,  Old  amygdalarum  dulcium  unciam  unam , 
Gummi  arabici  draclimam  unam  cum  jemijfei 
Aquce  puree  untias  duas  cum  fiemijfe , 

■ - nucis  mofehatee  drachmas  duas, 

Syrupi  de  alihced  drachmas  fex, 

— - „  limonum  drachmas  duas . 

Mifice;  fiat  emulfio ,  cujus  capiat  cochleare 
unum  mediocre,  urgente  tujfi . 

R.  Elixiris  paregorici  unciam  dimidiam  ; 

Cujus  fumat  guttas  viginti  vel  etiam  tnginta, 
ex  poculo  modico  infufi  fruHus  limoniorum, 
Jingulis  nodibus  hord  decubitus . 

I  likewife  ordered  his  mother  to  boil,  firfl  three, 
and  then  four  garden  fnails,  (taken  out  of  their 
ihells)  in  a  pint  of  ikimmed  milk  and  half  a  pint 
of  water,  to  three  quarters  of  a  pint,  and  {train 
and  fweeten  the  decoction.  This  quantity  he 
drank  every  day  ;*  and  in  the  fpace  of  nine  or  ten 
days  he  was  quite  recovered. 

I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  fnails  had  a  con- 
liderable  (hare  in  this  boy’s  fpeedy  recovery ;  and 
that,  where  the  ftomach  will  bear  them,  they  are 
preferable  to  alTes  milk.  But  the  misfortune  is, 
that  they  are  not  to  be  had  in  all  feafons  of  the  year. 
However,  I  have  been  informed  of  a  method  of 
preferving  them,  which,  I  think  is  worthy  of  atten¬ 
tion. 

A  COUN- 
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A  COUNTRY  GENTLEMAN,  whofevera- 
city  I  can  depend  upon,  many  years  ago  told  me, 
that  he  had  a  family  medicine,  which  he  always 
kept  by  him,  and  with  which  he  had  cured  many 
perfons  of  coughs  and  confumptions.  It  was 
this — 

“  Take  any  quantity  of  garden  fnails ;  and, 
“  after  breaking  their  {hells,  put  them  into  a 
“  coarfe  cheefe- cloth,,  or  a  net  rather  finer 
“  than  a  cabbage-net,  that  the  fhells  may  not 
“  get  through.  Hang  them  up  in  a  cool 
“  place,  that  the  vifcid  juice  may  drain  out. 
“  Add  to  this  juice  a  quantity  of  fine  loaf 
“  fugar  powdered,  and  evaporate  the  mixture 
ee  by  a  gentle  heat  to  a  proper  confidence  for 
u  making  cakes  or  lozenges,  which  mud  be 
“  kept  in  a  dry  place.  Thefe  are  to  be  held 
(e  in  the  mouth,  to  diflolve  gradually;  or  elfe 


“  mixed  with  milk  and  drunk.” 


THE  good  effedts  of  fnails  fwallowed  raw,  were 
experienced,  fome  years  ago,  by  a  lady  in  this 
neighbourhood,  whom  I  faw  accidentally  on  a 
vifit. 

She  had  a  hedtic  fever,  attended  with  a  violent' 
cough  ;  and,  as  die  mentioned  her  having  taken  for 
it  many  medicines  to  no  purpofe,  I  advifed  her  to 
try  fnails.  She  accordingly  took  from  four  to 
eight  of  them,  every  morning,  between  breakfad 

e  and 
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and  dinner.  And  having  continued  the  ufe  of 
them  for  fome  time,  together  with  the  frequent 
exercife  of  riding,  {lie  entirely  got  rid  of  her  difor- 
der,  without  any  other  medicines. 

From  the  above-mentioned  cafe  of  the  coach¬ 
man’s  fon  *,  together  with  thofe  of  the  child  in 
Goodman’s  fields  -f*.,  and  of  the  flage  coachmafler’s 
fervant  it  may  feem  doubtful  which  of  the  two 
medicines  is  to  be  preferred  in  the  inflammatory 
he&ic;  viz.  whether  that  with  the  myrrh,  nitre 
and  fait  of  fteel ;  or  that  with  the  three  falts,  with-  , 
out  the  myrrh*  But  time  and  the  experience  of 
others  mufl  determine  the  matter ;  though  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  in  fome  cafes  the  one  may  fucceed, 
when  the  other  would  not.  The  latter  feems  like¬ 
ly  to  be  an  ufeful  medicine  for  children,  who 
fometimes  may  not,  without  great  difficulty,  be 
made  to  take  the  myrrh.  But  I  fliould  imagine, 
that  in  adults,  where  the  difeafe  has  been  of  fome 
duration,  that  with  the  myrrh  is  to  be  preferred. 

I  cannot  omit  mentioning  here,  that  in  the  in¬ 
flammatory  he&ic,  particularly  in  children,  very 
beneficial  eflfedts  may,  I  think,  be  derived  from  the 
ufe  of  a  warm  or  tepid  bath.  I  have  had  two  in* 

*  See  p.  ae.  f  Seep*  19*  £  Seep.  18; 
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fiance  of  this  kind,  one  of  which  was  fo  remarkable, 

as  to  feem  worthy  of  being  related. 

✓ 

THE  DAUGHTER  of  afea  captain,  between 
iix  and  feven  years  of  age,  had  been  ill  feveral. 
weeks;  and  had  taken,  during  that  time,  many 
medicines,  and  affes  milk,  without  effedd.  She 
had  a  burning  hedlic  fever,  a  dry  cough,  (which 
in  the  night  was  almofl  continual)  a  quick  pulfe, 
and  a  very  hot  and  dry  fkin ;  and  fhe  was  fo  weak 
and  emaciated,  that  there  feemed  fcarce  any  hopes 
of  her  recovery.  On  being  confulted,  I  ordered 
her  medicines  for  feveral  days ;  but  finding  none 
that  relieved  thofe  alarming  complaints,  I  advifed, 
that  in  the  evening  fhe  fliould  be  put  into  a  bath, 
of  fucii  a  degree  of  warmth  as  to  feel  pleafant  to 
her;  and  remain  in  it,  only  five  or  fix  minutes. 
She  found  immediate  relief  from  it,  flept  well  that 
night  without  an  anodyne  ;  and  next  day  appeared 
ftronger,  and  in  better  fpirits.  The  bath  was  re¬ 
peated  the  next  night  but  one  ;  and  was  then  or- 
derd  to  be  continued  every  night,  or  every  other 
night,  as  occafion  fliould  feem  to  require :  and  the 
time  of  flaying  in  it  was  encreafed,  by  degrees, 
to  ten  or  twelve  minutes.  She  took,  at  the  fame 
time,  fome  medicines  for  her  cough  and  fever,  and 
became  perfe&ly  well ;  but  it  is  my  opinion,  that 
her  recovery  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  warm  bath. 


£  2 


APPEN- 


\ 


E  29  3 

„  •,  '  p  .  ►  .  \ 

•  1 

APPENDIX. 

-  J 


1  he  following  cafe  may,  perhaps,  feem  foreign  to 
the  profeffed  fubjedt  of  this  treatife;  yet,  as  it 
tends  to  fhew,  that  large  quantities  of  fait  of  (leel 
may  be  taken,  without  heating ;  and  as  that  chaly¬ 
beate  has  fo  principal  a  part  in  the  prefcriptions 
before  mentioned,  it  appeared  to  me  not  improper 
to  be  added. 

The  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  has  been  accurately 
taken  both  from  the  patient  himfelf,  and  his  fami¬ 
ly  ;  and  I  hope  the  reader  will  excufe  the  unavoid¬ 
able  length  of  it. 

A  YOUNG  GENTLEMAN  in  Cheapfide,  in 
the  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and  of  a  healthy 
conftitution,  was  feized  in  February,  1773?  with 
a  giddinefs  and  fainting,  which  ended  in  a  hot  and 
profufe  fweat  all  over  him.  He  had  no  return  of 
thefe  complaints  till  about  a  month  after,  when, 
being  at  a  play,  he  had  a  ftrange  uneafy  feeling  ia 
his  legs,  that  gradually  rofe  up  to  his  head,  with  a 

flufhing 
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flufhing  heat,  pain,  and  giddinefs,  and  a  profuie 
iweat,  which  obliged  him  to  be  carried  home. 

On  the  next  morning  he  confulted  his  apotheca¬ 
ry,  and  was  bled  (for  the  firft  time  in  his  life), 
which  bleeding  feemed  to  cool  and  relieve  him. 
He  then  took  a  vomit ;  and  afterwards,  as  he  was 
faint  and  low-fpirited,  many  nervous  medicines, 
which  kept  up  his  fpirits  for  a  while,  but  foon  after 
heated  him,  and  did  not  leffen  his  diforder.  As  it 
iiow  returned  very  often,  he  confulted  a  phyfician, 
who  ordered  leeches,  to  be  applied  to  his  temples— 
the  bark  with  elixir  of  vitriol,  which  he  took  for  a 
Confiderable  time,  and  in  large  quantities,  and 
which  afforded  him  only  a  temporary  relief — and 
likewife,  the  ufe  of  the  cold  bath,  which  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  feveral  months,  but  without  fuccefs. 

He  then  confulted  another  phyfician,  who  ordered 
him  to  be  cupped,  (which  operation  rather  weak¬ 
ened  him)  and  fome  medicines,  which  having  not 
fucceeded,  he  directed  a  clyfter  every  morning  for 
near  a  fortnight,  fuppofing  his  diforder  to  be  occa- 
fioned  by  worms ;  but  he  {fill  received  no  benefit. 
He  tried  valerian  tea,  alfo  the  tin&ure  of  vale¬ 
rian,  and  many  other  medicines,  upon  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  feveral  different  perfons;  one,  in 
particular,  compofed  of  camphor  and  valerian, 
feemed,  he  faid,  to  fet  him  on  fire,  and  greatly 
encreafed  his  complaints.  He  took,  befides,  many 

medicines 
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medicines  from  quacks,  but  all  without  any  good 
effed:. 

His  ufual  fymptoms  were,  a  flufhing  heat  in  his 
face,  a  faintnefs  and  dejedtion  of  fpirits,  and  a  vio¬ 
lent  pain  in  his  head ;  which  were  often  accompa¬ 
nied  with  giddinefs,  and  fometimes  with  fweats. 
They  generally  held  him  from  one  to  two  hours ; 
and  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  he  was  fcarce  % 
lingle  day  free  from  a  return  of  them. 

Any  exercife  that  heated  or  fatigued  him,  and 
even  the  fitting  in  a  hot  room,  would  at  any  time 
bring  on  his  diforder.  If  he  was  in  a  room  with 
much  company,  he  became  confufed  and  reftlefs, 
and  was  obliged  to  go  into  the  air ;  and  if  two  or 
three  perfons  came  in  together  upon  bufinefs,  he 
was  hurried,  and  forced  to  retire.  If  he  walked 
abroad  in  the  ftreets,  he  found  himfelf  giddy ;  and 
did  not  dare  to  go  out  alone,  for  fear  of  falling — 
fo  that  he  was  rendered  incapable  of  following  his 
bufinefs. 

His  pulfe  was  moftly  low ;  his  urine  pale,  but 

t 

not  large  in  quantity ;  his  appetite  and  Heep  held 
good,  during  the  whole  time.  He  was  always 
worfe  in  fummer,  and  better  in  winter,  particularly 
in  frofly  weather. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  1776,  he  came  to 
relide  near  this  place,  in  hopes  that  living  in  the 
country  would  remove  his  complaints;  but  in  a 
fhort  time,  they  returned  as  violent  as  ever,  and 

he 
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he  then  applied  to  me  as  a  friend.  I  advifed  him 
to  take  a  defert-fpoonful  of  the  tincture  of  foot  in 
a  glafs  of  water,  two  or  three  times  a  day ;  but 
finding  that  this  heated  him,  and  encreafed  his  dis¬ 
order,  I  had  a  mind  to  try  the  fait  of  fteel,  and  on 
March  the  23d  prefcribed  for  him  the  following 
electuary  : 

R.  Sails  martisfcrupulos  quatuor , 

Conferva r  corticum  aurantiorum  nnciam  imam . 
Mifce;  fiat  elect  arum,  cujus  fumat  cegrotus 
molem  nucis  mofchatce  bis  vel  ter  die ,  & 
fuperbibat  cyathum  liquoris  cujufiibet  gratis 

He  was  ordered  to  finifh  this  in  four  days :  it 
was  repeated  on  the  28th  of  March,  and  the  iff  of 
April ;  fo  that  he  took,  in  twelve  days,  half  an 
ounce  of  fait  of  fteel.  He  found  immediate  relief 
from  it,  and  became  free  from  his  complaints. 
But  I  defired  him  to  continue  the  medicine  a  little 
longer ;  and  as  he  began  to  naufeate  the  eleduary, 
I  ordered  him,  on  April  the  13th,  the-  following 
mixture,  in  which  the  myrrh  was  intended  merely 
as  a  bitter,  which  might  make  the  fait  fit  eafier  on 
his  ftomach  : 

fed  Myrrhce  fcrupulos  duos , 

Solve  in 

A  qua?  alexeterice  fimplicis  unciis  fieptem  t 

-  -  Vein 
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Dein  adde 

r  i 

Salts  martis  drachmas  duas, 

Syrupi  fvmplicis  unciarn  dimidiam. 

Fiat  mixtura, .  cujus  capiat  cochleare  amplum 
unum  bis  vel  ter  die  e  cyatho  aquee  puree . 


This  mixture  was  repeated  on  the  eighth  of 
May.  He  got  well,  and  continues  fo. 


Here  was  an  uncommon  and  very  afflicting  dif- 

* 

order,  of  above  three  years  Handing,  attended  always 
with  great  heat  and  pain,  and  which,  after  having 
eluded  the  power  of  every  medicine  that  had  been 
applied  for  its  relief,  was  removed,  in  a  flhort  time, 
by  the  foie  ufe  of  fait  of  Heel. — I  fhall  make  no 
further  comment  on  the  cafe ;  but  leave  it  to  the 
reflection  of  the  reader. 
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In  feveral  kinds  of  internal  hemorrhages  J  have 
found,  from  repeated  experience,  cold-drawn  linfeed 
oily  with  tin&ure  of  rhubarb  fufficient  to  keep  the 
body  gently  open,  to  be  an  excellent  remedy. 
And  as  I  know  not  any  author,  who  has  particu¬ 
larly  recommended  it  in  fuch  cafes,  I  fhall  take 
the  liberty  to  lay  before  the  reader  feveral  inftances 
of  it's  having  proved  fuccefsful ;  and  in  moft  of 
them,  after  other  medicines  had  been  tried  without 
effe£L 

The  principal  cafes,  in  which  I  have  ufed  it,  are 
the  hemorrhages  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines,  and 
of  the  urinary  paflages ;  where  I  have  never  known 
it  to  fail,  if  there  was  not  fome  fatal  lefion  of  parts, 
not  to  be  corre&ed  by  medicine.  It  is,  indeed, 
rather  unpleafant  to  the  tafte ;  yet  I  have  very  rarely 
foundit  reje&ed  by  the  ftomach. 
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I  have  generally  begun  with  bleeding  in  the  arm, 
and  giving  a  purging  mixture  of  manna,  Glauber's 
fait,  and  a  little  tindure  of  rhubarb,  to  cleanfe  well 
the  firft  paffages ;  and  an  anodyne,  with  tindure  of 
rofes,  at  night.  1  have  then  ordered  the  linfeed 
oil,  and  tindure  of  rhubarb;  and  if  the  hemor¬ 
rhage  has  been  confiderable,  I  have  given  alfo  tinc¬ 
ture  of  rofes  with  gum  arabic— as  the  cafes  will 
more  fully  ihew. 

In  hemorrhages  of  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
my  pradice  has  been  to  add  bole ;  and  to  give  the 
oil  without  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabic,  from  an 
opinion  that  the  bare  oil  coming  in  contad  with  the 
ruptured  veffel,  would  be  more  efficacious ;  but  in 
other  cafes,  the  addition  of  gum  arabic,  or  yolk 
of  egg,  tends  to  make  the  medicine  lefs  unplea- 
fant;  and  it  was  ordered,  on  that  account,  in  the 
fecond  of  the  following  cafes. 

In  the  hcemoptyfis  *,  I  have  twice  ufed  it,  and  with 
fuccefs.  But  as  one  of  the  cafes  was  not  confider¬ 
able,  and  as  in  the  other  this  oil  was  mixed  with 

many 

*  After  I  had  drawn  up  this  paper,  I  found  in  Allen’s  Synop- 
fis,  under  the  article,  Hcemoptyfis ,  a  quotation  from  Etmulier, 
which  concludes  with  the  following  fentence — Hedera  terref- 
“  tris  eft  plane  inirabilis,  item  fuccus  urtica^'  catechu,  tro 
“  chifci  de  carabe.  Oleum  lini  cochleatim  fumptum  mira 
“  praeftat :  ol.  vitriol,  fuce.  cydon.  decod  hord.  cum  paflbL 
“  min.”  r  .  % 


So 
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many  other  medicines,  I  cannot  form  a  certain  judg¬ 
ment  of  it’s  efFe&s  in  this  kind  of  hemorrhage. 
However,  I  fhould  think,  that  fmall  dofes  of  it 
given  frequently — with  a  bolus,  of  compound  pow¬ 
der  of  gum  tragacanth,  and  two  or  three  grains  of 
laic  of  fteel,  twice  a  day — walked  down  with  a 
large  draught  of  tinfturc  of  rofes— and  afluled  by 
proper  evacuations — would  be  no  unlikely  method 
to  fucceed  in  the  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 

I  have  been  cautious  of  giving  the  bark  in  the 
hcemoptyfis ,  though  it  may,  perhaps,  flop  the  bleed¬ 
ing  fooner  than  any  other  medicine.  For  I  have 
obferved,  that,  where  the  bark  has  been  given  in  a 
confiderable  degree  of  this  difeafe,  it  has  generally 
ended  in  a  fatal  phthijis .  And  1  am  perfuaded, 
that  a  courfe  of  cooling  agglutinating  medicines, 
with  fmall  and  frequently-repeated  bleedings,  will, 
in  time,  be  equally  effectual  with  the  bark,  without 
being  fubject  to  its  inconveniences. 

CASE  I. 

AN  OLD  GENTLMAN  applied  to  me,  who 
had,  for  fome  years,  voided  blood  by  ftool ;  and. 

So  vague  and  indeterminate  a  mention  of  the  Iinfeed  oil,  and 
intermixed  in  fuch  a  manner  with  a  variety  of  other  remedies, 
can  fcarcely  be  confidered  as  a  contradi&ion  to  what  I  have  faid 
above;  or,  at  leaft,  it  is  far  from  precluding  a  more  particular 
direction  for  its  ufe,  together  with  an  account  of  its  fuccefs,  in 
a  number  of  different  cafes. 

fometimes. 
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fometimes,  in  large  quantities.  I  ordered  him  to 
be  bled  ;  and  prefcribed  a  purgative,  with  manna, 
Glauber’s  fait,  and  the  fpirituous  tin&ure  of  rhu¬ 
barb  ;  and  then  the  following  draught : 

■  4-  / 

ft.  Old  Uni  recenter  &  fine  igne  exprejfi  drach~ 
mas  fex> 

TinBurce  rhabarhari  vinofce  drachmas  duas 
cum  femijfey 

Syrupi  ex  althaea  drachmas  duas , 

Aquce  puree  undam  unam, 

Mifcc ;  fiat  haufius>  mane%  &  hord  decubitus 
fumendus . 

He  took,  befidcs,  a  bolus,  with  the  compound 
powder  of  gum  tragacanth,  and  French  bole, 
twice  a  day ;  and  wafhed  it  down  with  a  draught 
of  the  following  mixture  : 

ft.  TinBurce  r  of  arum  uncias  quatuordecim,  qua 
folve  * 

Gummi  arabici  drachmas  fex, 

TinBurce  flyplicce  unciam  unam  cum  femijfe* 
Mifce . 

He  foon  got  quite  well,  and  continues  fo ;  yet, 
to  prevent  a  return  of  his  complaint,  I  ordered 
him  an  opening  oily  mixture,  to  be  taken  whenever 
he  Ihould  be  colli  ve. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

THE  DAUGHTER  of  a  gentleman  at  Strat¬ 
ford,  between  four  and  five  years  old,  had,  for 
nine  months,  voided  blood  in  her  {fools,  attended 
with  much  griping  and  tenefmus.  She  had  alfo  a 
fmall  prolapfus  ani,  but  which  would  go  up  on  her 
lying  down  a  little  while.  She  was  fometimes  too 
much  bound ;  at  other  times,  too  loofe. 

I  ordered  her  a  gentle  purgative  with  magnefia 
alba>  manna,  and  the  vinous  tindhire  of  rhubarb ; 
and  afterwards,  the  following  mixture  : 

....  '  • .  i  *  . 

Pc*  Old  lini  fine  igne  exprefi, 

TinElurce  rhabarbari  vinofce  fngnlorum  un- 
dam  unam> 

Boli  gallicce  drachmam  unam  cum  femiffe, 
Syrupi  ex  althaea  drachmas  fex, 

Aquce  puroe  uncias  duas  cum  femijfe , 

Gumrrpi  arabici  pulveris  drachmam  unam . 

Fiat  mifura;  cujus  capiat  aegrota  cochleare 
majus  unum  mane ,  hora  quinta  pojl  meri¬ 
diem ,  &  hora  decubitus . 

In  a  few  days,  fhe  intirely  ceafed  voiding  blood  ; 
and  having  continued  the  medicines  a  little  while 
Jpnger,  flic  became  perfeftly  well 


CASE 
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CASE  HI. 

A  GENTLEWOMAN  in  Whitechapel,  about 
fifty-four  years  old,  who  had  long  ceafed  to  men- 
ftruate,  voided,  feveral  times  in  a  day,  a  quantity 
of  pure  blood  in  her  ftools,  and  with  very  great 
pain;  which  feized  her  an  hour  or  two  before,  and 
held  about  three  hours,  after  each  motion.  It  was 
remarkable,  that  during  the  pain,  fhe  felt  the  fen- 
fation  of  a  great  weight  and  preflure  upon  the  anus ; 
but  when  the  pain  had  ceafed,  fhe  felt  no  fwelling, 
nor  any  tendernefs  on  prefling  upon  the  part.  She 
had  been  eight  or  ten  cj&ys  m  the  ftate. 

I  ordered  her  to  be  bled,  and  prefcribed  the  fob 

lowing  draughts : 

R.  Old  Uni  fine  igne  exprejfi  unciam.dimidiam, 
TinBurce  rhabarbari  vinofi  drachmas  ires , 
Aquce  puree  drachmas  decern , 

Syrupi  ex  althced  drachmam  imam, 

Boli  gallicce  drachmam  dimidiam* 

■  Mifre ;  fat  haufus,  fiatim  pof  veneefeBionem 
fumendus,  &  quartis  horis  repetendus , 
donee  alvus  bis  vel  Ur  refponderit « 

She  had  three  ftools ;  of  which,  the  two  fnft 

were  intirely  of  blood.  Going  to  reft,  fhe  took  a 

draught  with  fperma  ceti  and  French  bole,  half  a 

'  N  drachm 
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drachm  each,  and  twenty-five  drops  of  the  thebaic 
tincture ;  and  next  day  the  following  : 

R#  Old  lini  fine  igne  exprejfi  drachmas  fex , 

Ti'nffiurce  rhabarbari  vinofce  unciam  dimidiam , 

i ,  »  *  * .  n  J 

^  .....  i 

Aquce  puree  unciam  unam, 

Syrupi  ex  althaea  drachmam  unam , 

Boli  gallicce  drachmam  dimidiam . 

j 

Mijce  ;  jiat  haujlus ,  mane ,  hora  quinta  pome - 
ridiandy  &  hora  decubitus  fumendus.  Adde 
fiaujlui  noUurnOy  tindlurce  thebaicae  guttas 
viginti  quinque. 

She  was  much  relieved  ;  but  the  pain  returned, 
though  lefs  violent,  and  with  very  little  blood. 
To  the  oily  draught,  which  (lie  took  at  night,  were 
added  ten  drops  more  of  the  thebaic  tincture. 
She  continued  the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines,  lefiening 
the  quantity  of  the  thebaic  tindture  by  degrees ;  and 
in  fix  or  feven  days  was  intirely  freed  from  fo  ex¬ 
cruciating  a  difeafe. 

This  difeafe  may  probably  feem  to  have  been 
only  internal  piles ;  yet,  if  it  were,  an  inilance  of  fo 
fpeedy  a  cure  of  them  fhould  feem  not  unworthy 
to  be  here  mentioned  ;  for  fhe  continued  well,  and 
had  no  return.  But  I  think  the  following  cafe 
tends  to  evince  the  contrary. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  this  patient’s  fiomach  bore 
very  large  quantities  of  oil.  This  probably  was 
the  reafon  of  her  fpeedy  recovery. 
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CASE  IV. 

A  YOUNG  WOMAN,  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  who  came  out  of  the  country,  had,  for  near  a 
year,  voided  large  quantities  of  blood  by  {tool, 

1  with  much  pain,  and  a  fenfation  of  weight,  and 
preflure  like  a  ball  (as  ihc  expreffed  it)  upon  the 
anus,  Jt  was  firft  brought  on  her,  by  an  over-exer¬ 
tion  of  her  ftrength,  in  lifting  a  weight.  She  had 
taken  many  medicines  during  that  time  without 
edfed ;  was  very  weak,  pale,  and  emaciated.  She 
had  alfo  a  hedic  fever,  with  great  third:,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  night ;  and  (he  told  me,  fhe  had  fome- 
times  voided  half  a  pint  of  pure  blood  at  a  time. 

I  ordered  her,  firft  to  lofe  fix  ounces  of  blood. 
On  the  next  morning  I  prefcribed  a  purging  mix¬ 
ture  with  manna,  Glauber’s  fait,  and  tindure  of 
rhubarb ;  and  then, 

f  (  ’  / 

Be.  Olei  Uni  fine  igne  expreffi  drachmas  ires , 
TinBurce  rhabarbari  vinofee  drachmas  duas ? 
Aquce  puree  unci  am  unam  cum  femijfe> 

Boli  gallicce  drachmam  dimidiam , 

Syrupi  ex  althcea  drachmam  unam, 

Mifce ;  fat  haujlus  ter  die  Jumendusf 

I  advifed  her  to  drink  freely,  when  thirdly,  of  a 
weak  tea  of  dried  red  rofes,  acidulated  with  lemon 
juice. 

She 


C  43  J  '  ‘ 

She  purfued  this  method  eight  or  ten  days* 
during  which,  the  flux  was  much  leflened ;  but 
her  he£tic  fever  increafed  confiderably.  Bleeding 
therefore  was  repeated,  and  draughts  given  twice  a 

i 

day,  with  two  ounces  of  tindtlire  of  rofes,  and  a 
drachm  and  a  half  of  tin&ure  of  bark ;  and  the  oily 
draughts  were  continued  twice  a  day  befides,  at 

t  yl 

intermediate  times.  - 

4  \ 

The  flux  was  now  intirely  ffcopt ;  but,  the  heftic 
fever  ftill  continuing,  bleeding  was  repeated  in  a 
lefs  quantity  ;  and,  as  the  draughts,  with  the  tinc¬ 
ture  of  the  bark,  did  not  anfwer  the  defired  end,  I 
directed  the  following,  which  in  a  few  days  removed 
the  fever  : 

Be.  Myrrhce  grana  fcdccim , 

Solve  in 

Aquae  puree  uncia  una  cum  femiJJe , 

Aquae  nucis  mofehatae  drachmis  duabus  ; 
iDein  adde 

Sails  abjinthii  grana  otto, 

- martis  grana  quatuor , 

Syrupi  Jimplicis  drachmam  di  midi  am. 

Mifce  ;  Jiat  haujlus  bis  vel  ter  die  fumendus • 

*  ■  *  •  c,  , 

She  continued  pale  and  hint,  from  the  impove- 
ridied  ftate  of  her  blood ;  to  amend  which  I  order¬ 
ed  her  to  take  twice  a-day,  in  a  glafs  of  wine  and 
water,  five  and  twenty  drops  of  fteel  wine,  iocreaf- 
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ing  them  gradually  to  fixt-y ;  and  thus  her  cure  was 
completed. 

CASE  V. 

/  * 

A  WIDOW  in  Leadenhall  ftreet,  about  56 
years  of  age,  had  for  fome  time  voided,  by  urine, 
large  quantities  of  blood,  and  had  often  palled 
great  clots,  but  with  fcarce  any  pain  or  fever.  She 
had  taken  many  medicines  without  fuccefs. 

I  ordered  her  to  lole  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  blood  ; 
then  gave  her  the  ufual  purging  mixture,  and  a 
draught  at  night,  with  tin&ure  of  rofes,  fyrup  of 
the  white  poppy,  and  a  little  fpirituous  water ;  and 
next  day  the  following  mixture  : 

R,  Old  lini  fine,  igne  exprefi  uncias  duas  cum 
fevnife, 

Gummi  arabici  drachmam  unam  cum  femijfe , 
Soluti  in 

Aquae  puree  undid  tribus  cum,  femijfe , 

TinBurae  rhabarbari  vinofee  undam  unam  cum 
femijfe , 

Syrupi  ex  althaea  unciam  dimidiam. 

Fiat  mijlnray  cujus  capiat  cegrota  cochlearia 
majora  tria  ter  die . 

After  fhe  had  taken  two  of  thefe  mixtures,  fhe 
f'as  quite  well. 
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This  medicine  proved  equally  fuccefsful  in  the 
cure  of  an  hemorrhage  from  the  kidneys ;  which 
was,  indeed  the  very  firft  cafe,  in  which  I  made 
ufe  of  it.  But  as  this  happened  many  years  ago, 
and  as  I  did  not  fet  down  the  particulars,  I  can 
only  mention  the  bare  fad. 

CASE  VI. 

A  GENTLEWOMAN  in  the  Minories,  be¬ 
tween  fifty  and  fixty  years  of  age,  having  exerted 
too  great  a  force  in  lifting  a  weight,  was  immedi¬ 
ately  feized  with  a  violent  pain  in  her  back;  and 
when  fhe  went  to  ftool,  voided  large  quantities  of 
blood.  This  had  continued  fourteen  days.  When 
fhe  applied  to  me,  fhe  was  exceedingly  weak  and 
low. 

u  •  J 

I  ordered  her  to  be  bled,  and  to  take  a  gentle 
purgative ;  and  then,  the  fame  oily  mixture,  as  in 
the  foregoing  cafe ;  only  omitting  the  gum  arabic, 
and  adding,  in  its  (lead,  two  drachms  of  French 
bole.  By  thefe  means  fhe  very  foon  recovered  her 
health. 

CASE  VII. 

PASSING  through  a  diftant  village,  I  was  de- 
fired  to  vifit  a  poor  woman,  who  was  about  fix 
months  advanced  in  pregnancy.  She  had  vomited 
large  quantities  of  blood  for  fome  time,  which  had 

rendered 
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rendered  her  very  weak  and  faint ;  and  Hie  had 
taken  the  bark,  and  elixir  of  vitriol,  without  the 
delired  effed. 

Left  any  coagulated  blood  fliould  be  lodged  in 
the  ftomach  or  inteftines,  I  ordered  a  gentle  pur¬ 
gative  of  rhubarb  and  cream  of  tartar,  and  then 
the  ufual  oily  mixture,  but  with  only  two  ounces  of 
linfeed  oil,  an  ounce  of  the  fpirituous  tindure  of 
rhubarb,  and  two  drachms  of  French  bole ;  two 
fpoonfuls  to  be  taken  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and 
particularly,  foon  after  every  vomiting.  She  grew 
better  daily,  and  in  a  fortnight  was  perfedly  well, 
and  was  delivered  at  her  full  time.  I  faw  her  but 
once  ;  otherwife  I  fhould  have  ordered  her  to  take, 
beiides,  red-rofe  tea  (harpened  with  juice  of  lemon, 
with  a  view  to  haften  the  cure. 

Since  I  am  upon  the  fubjed  of  hemorrhages ,  I 
Cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  recommending  an 
external  application,  in  that  of  the  nofe;  which  has 
been  applied,  in  feme  of  the  worft  cafes  of  that 
kind,  with  remarkable  fuccefs.  It  is  as  follows 

R.  Boll  armence , 

Aluminis  rupti  Jingulorum  unciam  dwudiam9 
Sanguinis  draconis  drachmas  duas , 

Colcothar  vitrioli  unciam  unam . 

Mifce  ;  Jiat  pulvis  tenuis . 


A  fufficien^ 
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A  fufficient  quantity  of  this  is  to  be  mixed  with 
fome  white  of  an  egg,  and  applied.  But  care 
fhould  be  taken  to  cleanfe  the  part  from  any  coagu¬ 
lated  blood ;  and  the  doffil,  direded  to  the  upper 
part  of  the  noftril,  towards  its  opening  into  the 
throat ;  as  it  is  from  that  part  that  the  hemorrhage 
almoft  always  proceeds. 

I  apprehend  that  the  fnperior  excellence  of  this 
application,  befides  what  is  derived  from  the  efficacy 
of  the  powder,  may  in  part  be  owing  to  its  conlif- 
tencc ;  by  this  means  not  being  liable  to  be  waftied 
off  by  the  oozing  blood,  (which  is  the  cafe  of 
liquid  ftyptics)  and  to  its  fmoothnefs,  by  means  of 
which  it  paffes  eafily  and  diredly  to  the  ruptured 
veffel,  which  powders,  upon  lint,  cannot  do. 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


n  ingenious  furgeon  of  this  place,  to  whom  I 
had  ftiown  the  foregoing  cafes,  called  lately  to  ac¬ 
quaint  me  with  a  trial  he  had  juft  made  of  the 
remedy  here  recommended,  and  favoured  me  with 

the  following  hiftory  : 

\  /  *  s  -  •  — 
*  ’  ■  1  .  .  '  •  / 

“  On  Friday,  Auguft  the  9th,  1776,  I  was 

“  called  to  a  butcher,  forty  years  of  age,  of  a 

“  healthy  and  robuft  conftitution ;  who  had  been 

cc  feized  on  the  preceding  day  with  a  difcharge  of 

“  blood  by  ftool.  It  came  from  him,  he  faid,  con- 

“  tinually,  and  in  large  clots.  Before  this  evacua- 

<c  tion  of  blood,  he  had  complained,  for  a  day  or 

Cf  two,  of  a  dull,  heavy,  aching  pain  in  his  back 

*  and  loins ;  but  he  told  me,  he  had  never  been 

fubjedt  to  the  piles. 

“  I  fent  him  the  following  mixture  : 

R.  Old  lini  fine  igne  expreffi  undam  unam  cum 
<c  JemiJJe , 

<c  Tinctures  rhabarbari  vinofee , 

h  ,  u  Syr  up  i 


41 


£  5°  1 

c<  Syrupi  ex  althaea  Jingulorum  drachmas  fexy 
cc  Boli  armence  ptceparatce  drachmam  unam , 

“  Aquae  menthae  vulgaris  fimplicis  uncias 
“  quinque . 

“  Mifce ;  capiat  aegrotus  cochlearia  majora 
tria  quartd  quaque  hora. 


(C 


“  Before  he  had  taken  the  whole  of  this  mix- 

t  - ;  jPfl 

€‘  ture,  the  difcharge  of  blood  was  abated;  and  on 
the  following  day  he  found  himfelf  well.5 


THE  END® 
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